
Neonatal Jaundice: The AAP

2022 Updates You Need to Know
Understanding the new treatment thresholds
and the critical 'Escalation of Care' concept.

Reference: Klaus & Fanaroff Box 15.5 & 15.6; AAP Clinical Practice
Guideline Revision 2022; Kemper AR, et al. Pediatrics 2022;150 (3);
Bhutani VK, et al.; Guidelines for Acute Care of the Neonate, Edition

33, 2025-2026.  



Identify Risk Before DischargeIdentify Risk Before Discharge

The Paradigm Shift: Higher Thresholds, Safely

The 2022 AAP revision slightly raised the treatment thresholds for both
phototherapy and exchange transfusion.



All infants > 35 weeks require a Transcutaneous (TCB) or Total Serum Bilirubin (TSB) measurement
between 12-24 hours of life.

Plotting the Pre-Discharge TSB/TcB

Hemolysis is likely if the rate of rise exceeds 0.2 mg/dL per hour.



Entering the 'Escalation of Care' Zone

Do Not Wait:
Urgent Exchange Transfusion



The Outpatient Checklist
Follow-up is the ultimate key to preventing Kernicterus. Before sending them home:

Apply the new AAP 2022 hour-specific
graphs (app like NeoFast).
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